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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-18 have been examined. 



Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 6, line 3 refers 
to "a seller 44" that should refer to "a seller 44 (second party)" to be consistent with page 5, line 
24 reference to "the buyer (first party)." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ryoo, U.S. 
Patent No. 6,793,135 (reference A on the attached PTO-892). 

4. As per claim 1, Ryoo teaches a system for using a transaction agency to selectively 
account for altemative telecommunication/intemet communications between a buyer (first party) 
and a seller (second party), wherein the communication has a monetary value and the system 
comprises: a first transceiver means for use by the buyer to affect the; communication (see 
column 3, Hnes 15-17); a second transceiver means for use by the seller to affect the 
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communication (see column 3, lines 51-54); an electronic means for interconnecting said first 
transceiver with said second transceiver and for selectively switching between a first mode 
wherein the communication is conducted on a telecommunications network, and a second mode 
wherein said communication is conducted in e-commerce on the internet (see column 5, lines 64- 
66); a computer means connected with said electronic means for routing predetermined 
information describing the communication to the transaction agency (see column 6, lines 6-11 
and 22-25); and a means for debiting the monetary value of the communication firom an account 
of the buyer at the transaction agency (see column 5, lines 34-39 and colvunn 6, lines 25-28). 

5. As per claim 2, Ryoo teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches a means for crediting at least a portion of the monetary value of the communication to an 
account of the seller at the transaction agency (see colunrn 3, lines 60-65). 

6. As per claim 3, Ryoo teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches wherein said first transceiver is a telephone and said electronic means is switched to said 
first mode (see colimm 5, lines 48-49). 

7. As per claim 4, Ryoo teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches wherein said first transceiver is a computer terminal and electronic means is switched to 
said second mode (see column 3, lines 15-17). 

8. As per claim 5, Ryoo teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches wherein said predetermined information includes the monetary value of the 
communication, an identification for the account of the buyer at the transaction agency, and an 
indication of the selected conmiunication mode being used (see column 6, lines 16-20 and 22- 
25). 
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9. As per claim 6, Ryoo teaches a commercial communications system which comprises: a 
switching means for selectively connecting a first transceiver in communication with a second 
transceiver, wherein said first transceiver has an identifying characteristic and the 
conununication has a monetary value (see column 5, lines 64-66 and column 6, lines 6-1 1 and 
22-25); a routing means, interactive with said switching means and responsive to said identifying 
characteristic of said first transceiver, and to change between a first communications link 
wherein said communication is conducted on a teleconununications network and a second 
communications link wherein said communication is conducted on an intemet-type network (see 
column 3, lines 7-10); and an evaluating means connected to said switching means for using 
predetermined infomiation describing the communication to accoxmt for the monetary value of . 
the communication (see column 6, lines 16-20 and 22-25). 

10. As per claim 7, Ryoo teaches the system of claim 6 as described above. Ryoo fiirther 
teaches wherein the communication is conducted on said first commimications link between a 
first party and a second party, wherein said first communications link is controlled by a third 
party, and fiirther wherein said evaluating means accounts to said first party and to said third 
party for the monetary value of the communication (see column 6, lines 22-28). 

11. As per claim 8, Ryoo teaches the system of claim 6 as described above. Ryoo fiirther 
teaches wherein said first transceiver is a computer operated by a buyer and said second 
transceiver is a website operated by a seller, and said conmiunication is conducted on said 
second communications link (see colunm 3, lines 15-17). 
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12. As per claim 9, Ryoo teaches the system of claim 8 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches wherein said evaluating means accounts to said buyer and to said seller for monetary 
value of the communication (see column 3, lines 60-65). 

13. As per claim 10, Ryoo teaches the system of claim 9 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches wherein said evaluating means is a transaction agency and said transaction agency debits 
the monetary value of the communication from an account of the buyer at the transaction agency 
and credits at least a portion of the monetary value of the communication to an accoimt of the 
seller at the transaction agency (see colunm 5, lines 34-39 and column 6, lines 25-28 and column 
3, lines 60-65). 

14. As per claim 11, Ryoo teaches the system of claim 6 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches wherein said identifying characteristic indicates said first transceiver is a telephone (see 
colxmin 5, lines 48-49). 

15. As per claim 12, Ryoo teaches the system of claim 6 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches wherein said identifying characteristic indicates said first transceiver is a computer (see 
column 3, lines 15-17). 

16. As per claim 13, Ryoo teaches the system of claim 6 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches wherein said predetermined information includes the monetary value of the 
conmiunication and an indication of the selected communication mode being used (see column 6, 
lines 16-20 and 22-25). 

17. As per claim 14, Ryoo teaches a method for using a transaction agency to account for a 
communication between a buyer and a seller, wherein the communication has a monetary value 
and the method comprises the steps of: providing an electronic means for interconnecting a first 



Application/Control Number: 10/044,537 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3692 

transceiver with a second transceiver to affect the communication (see column 5, Unes 64-66); 
selectively switching between a first mode wherein the communication is conducted on a 
telecommunications network, and a second mode wherein said communication is conducted in e- 
commerce on the internet (see column 5, lines 64-66); routing predetermined information 
describing the communication to the transaction agency (see column 6, lines 6-11 and 22-25); . 
and debiting the monetary value of the communication from an account of the buyer at the 
transaction agency (see column 5, lines 34-39 and column 6, lines 25-28). 

18. As per claim 15, Ryoo teaches the method of claim 14 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches the step of crediting at least a portion of the monetary value of the communication to an 
account of the seller at the transaction agency (see colimm 3, lines 60-65). 

19. As per claim 16, Ryoo teaches the method of claim 14 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches wherein the communication is conducted in said first mode between a first party and a 
second party, wherein said first mode is controlled by a third party, and further wherein said 
debiting step accoimts to said first party and to said third party for the monetary value of the 
communication (see column 6, lines 22-28). 

20. As per claim 17, Ryoo teaches the method of claim 14 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches wherein said first transceiver is a computer operated by a buyer and said second 
transceiver is a website operated by a seller, and said communication is conducted in said 
second mode (see column 3, lines 15-17). 

21. As per claim 18, Ryoo teaches the method of claim 17 as described above. Ryoo further 
teaches wherein said debiting step accounts to said buyer and to said seller for monetary value of 
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the commimication (see column 5, lines 34-39 and column 6, lines 25-28 and column 3, lines 60- 
65). 

Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Risafi et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,473,500 (reference B on the attached PTO-892), 
teaches a system for using a prepaid card to purchase a wide range of goods and services 
including phone services. Jimenez, U.S. Patent No. 6,830,178 (reference C on the attached PTO- 
892), teaches a combination bank/calling card and method for personal telephone, merchant and 
bank transactions. Dorf, U.S. Patent No. 6,000,608 (reference D on the attached PTO-892), 
teaches a multifunction card system which provides a multifunction card capable of servicing as 
a prepaid phone card, a debit card, a loyalty card, and a medical information card. 

23. Any inquiry conceming this corhmunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samica L. Norman whose telephone number is (571) 270-1371. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur 7:30a-5p, w/ 1st Fri off & 2nd 7:30a-4p. 

24. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Nolan can be reached on (571) 272-0847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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25. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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